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The anti-poverty campaign in the Chi-
nese countryside indicates that sustained 
and rapid economic growth, powerful in-
stitutional guarantees and policy support, 
and the extensive participation of the whole 
society are the three cornerstones critical 
for success, said Wei Houkai, director of 
the Rural Development Institute at CASS. 
The synergy among the three aspects is 
favorable to forming a long-term effective 
mechanism for rural poverty reduction. 

Wei said that measures, guidance and 
policies tailored to each village, household, 
and person will enhance the precision of 
targeted alleviation, on the basis of siz-
ing up poverty conditions and accurately 
pinpointing sources of poverty. China’s 

targeted poverty strategy and experience is 
of great referential and promotional value 
to other countries, he added.  

Kenneth Quinn, president emeritus of 
the World Food Prize Foundation, has 
visited China many times and borne wit-
ness to rapid development and changes 
in the country. He stated that China’s suc-
cessful eradication of absolute poverty is a 
remarkable achievement in the history of 
global anti-poverty efforts. Moreover, he 
expressed the expectation that the United 
States and China can join hands in the 
future to tackle the greatest global grain 
security challenge in human history, thus 
promoting the building of a human com-
munity with a shared future. 

Karina Batthyány, executive secretary of 

the Latin American Council of Social Sciences, 
also showed admiration for China’s tremen-
dous achievements. She said that since the 
1980s, the Chinese economy has continued to 
grow rapidly at about 10% annually on aver-
age, contrasting sharply with the economic 
turmoil that many Latin American countries 
have suffered in the past four decades. 

The successful experience of Chinese 
modernization holds great potential for 
Latin America to overcome its current 
development predicament, Batthyány 
said. She advised the region to thoroughly 
analyze and learn from China’s successful 
modernization experiences. Additionally, 
she stressed the importance of intensifying 
South-South cooperation to accelerate the 
construction of a multipolar world system.

By LI JING

In the development of the Belt and Road 
Initiative (BRI), the effective utilization of 
language resources plays a crucial role in 
advancing “policy coordination, facilities 
connectivity, unimpeded trade, financial 
integration, and people-to-people bonds.”

Language as resources
Language represents critical strategic re-

sources, and the Belt and Road (B&R) coun-
tries possess abundant linguistic resources. As 
of July 2022, China has signed over 200 B&R 
cooperative documents with 149 countries and 
32 international organizations. Among them, 
65 B&R countries have 53 official languages. 

According to Zhao Ronghui, a professor 
from the Institute of Linguistics at Shanghai 
International Studies University, China’s con-
struction and application of language resources 
in this region largely falls into three categories: 
conducting extensive cooperation in interna-
tional languages (English, Russian, and Arabic) 
and local languages (Hindi, Urdu, and Malay); 
furthering diverse and deep collaboration 
through cultivating multilingual talent, particu-
larly in collaboration with countries along the 
route; fostering talent familiar with and com-
petent in cooperating with China through the 
promotion of international Chinese language 
education. These endeavors have bolstered the 
nation’s capacity and proficiency in interna-
tional communication and cooperation. 

Over the past decade, the acceptance and 
implementation within academia of the con-
cept of language as a valuable resource have 
yielded advantageous transformations for B&R 
construction, said Zhao Yongfeng, dean of the 
Graduate School at Sichuan International Stud-
ies University. Colleges and universities have 
focused on training individuals proficient in key 
languages along the B&R route. This cultivates 
a talent pool for advancing its construction 
and enhancing international discourse power. 
Meanwhile, the field has drawn wide attention 
from academic circles, producing such research 

outcomes as Language Situations in the 
Countries along the Belt and Road. These find-
ings serve as a valuable resource for facilitating 
China’s enterprise investment efforts.

The construction of B&R discourse plat-
forms has also experienced significant growth, 
Zhao Yongfeng added. Domestic mainstream 
media have all established multi-lingual 
and multi-media information distribution 
systems and now offer language services for 
countries along the route, displaying a real, 
vivid, and comprehensive China to the world. 
In addition, the country has optimized its dis-
ciplines and major offerings, and established 
long-term mechanisms for talent training. 
According to the “Graduate Education Dis-
cipline and Major Catalog (2022),” country 
and area studies are established as a first-level 
discipline under the category of interdisciplin-
ary sciences. It also established PhD degrees 
in international Chinese language education 
and translation and interpretation.

In early 2017, the Construction of Language 
Repository in China’s Neighboring Countries 
Project was initiated, guided by the principles 
of linguistic connectivity and harmony. Accord-
ing to Guo Fenglan, the project’s chief expert 
and a professor from the Faculty of Linguistic 
Sciences at Beijing Language and Culture 
University, drawing experiences from the Chi-
nese Language Resources Protection Project 
and taking on the responsibility of China as a 
major country, the project plans to proceed 
from neighboring countries and build up a 
global language resource repository, retaining 
a linguistic “seed” of other countries in China. 

By early 2021, the project has collected and 
recorded the 11 languages of six countries in-
cluding Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Uzbekistan, 
Myanmar, Laos, and Vietnam. The first of its 
kind, this multi-modal and multi-functional 
language repository in China’s neighboring 
countries has addressed numerous gaps and 
deficiencies across various domains, and is 
of demonstrative, assistive, and guiding sig-
nificance. The program has innovated with 
linguistic protection standards and propelled 

the internationalization of Chinese aca-
demic standards in the design of materials 
and technical specifications in language 
surveys. It offers a referable Chinese solu-
tion to the construction of a language re-
source base for countries along the road.

Ways forward
The BRI has gained recognition as an inter-

nationally acclaimed public good and cooper-
ative platform. The countries along the route 
are predominantly located in Asia, a region 
characterized by a rich diversity of languages, 
cultures, and national conditions. Conse-
quently, linguistic communicability plays a 
crucial role in determining the extent to which 
the initiative can resonate with people and 
gain their support. In Zhao Ronghui’s view, 
certain countries are currently experiencing 
shifts in their linguistic patterns, influenced by 
factors such as the spread of prestigious lan-
guages or changes in political relationships. 
In this context, B&R construction can play a 
significant role in enhancing China’s national 
language competence. This enables China, as 
a major country, to better adapt to “momen-
tous changes of a like not seen in a century.”

Language resources play a vital role in 
China’s soft power endeavors, just like other 
comprehensive cultural approaches. They 
contribute to fostering positive perceptions be-
tween nations through mutual learning, rather 
than seeking to replace each other’s cultural 
and linguistic elements. Hu Jian, director of 
the Research Center for Soft Power at Shang-
hai University of Political Science and Law, 
said that in the two-way relationship between 
high-quality B&R development and national 
cultural soft power, culture serves as the logical 
tie. The vitality of a country’s language and cul-
ture grows amid absorption and integration.

Improving China’s international discourse 
power through developing language resources in 
nations along the route represents a systematic 
project, Zhao Yongfeng continued. Forging high-
level international communication platforms, 
establishing degree programs of country and 
area studies and international Chinese language 
education, and optimizing international com-
munication discourse strategies are all effective 
avenues to developing these language resources. 
The key to achieving success lies in joint efforts 
and the synergistic effects of coordination. 

With relatively fixed educational resourc-
es, prioritizing talent development for B&R 
construction is of practical significance, 
Zhao Ronghui concluded. A deeper and 
more rational understanding of linguistic 
social function and “language competence” 
is required, guiding the setting of foreign 
subjects, course design, textbook compila-
tion, and the selection of teaching methods.

International students from Taiyuan University of Technology learn traditional Chinese culture 
to welcome the Chinese Language Day on April 18, in Taiyuan, Shanxi Province. Photo: CFP

Language resources serve B&R construction

By WANG HUANHUAN

In 1984, American scholar Arthur C. Danto 
wrote a paper entitled “the End of Art,” express-
ing his opinions on the status of art since the 
1960s. In the late 20th century, the proposition 
was introduced to China.

The End of Art and the Construction of Con-
temporary Chinese Literary Theory, by Zhang 
Bing, a professor from the College of Literature 
at Southwest University, depicts the genealogy of 
knowledge surrounding the end of art, and delves 
deep into the construction of the discourse system 
of contemporary Chinese art and literature theory.

Zhang generalizes Western connotations on 
the topic into three aspects. The first connota-
tion refers to the “death” and “extinction” of 
art, represented by Berel Lang, who compiled a 
series of articles on the theme, titled “The Death 
of Art.” The second refers to the “decline” of art. 
A specific type of art only prospers during a cer-
tain historical stage. As history marches forward 
from one stage to the next, old artistic forms are 
bound to decline, while new patterns emerge. 
According to Karl Marx in his Introduction 
to A Contribution to the Critique of Political 
Economy, ancient Greek myths could only exist 
in a primitive society where its productive forces 
were relatively backward. The third identifies 
an artistic concept that no longer aligns with 
contemporary artistic practices or is gradually 
being discarded. This perspective is shared by 
M. Weitz and other analytic aestheticians who 
argue that art is an open concept. According 
to them, certain artistic forms are abandoned 
when they no longer possess significant explan-
atory power, ultimately leading to their demise.

Following its introduction, the proposition of 
the end of art did not receive much attention 
from domestic scholars until the publication of 
“Will Literary Study Survive the Age of Global-
ization?” by American scholar J. Hillis Miller, 
in the first issue of Literary Review in 2001. In 
contrast to interpretations by Western schol-
ars focusing on the potential meanings and 
boundaries of the proposition, Chinese scholars’ 
perspectives on this topic primarily manifest 
in three main aspects: analysis and criticism of 
the crisis in Western art; judgments regarding 
the similarity of cultural circumstances in China 
at the time; comparing Chinese and Western 
cultural contexts, and negating the theoretical 
possibility of the end of art occurring in China.

The end of art in China presents itself with 
a completely different development tendency 
from the West. In the West, the proposition first 
appeared in theory and later in practice, while in 
China it has unfolded in a reverse order. In ad-
dition, the philosophical genealogy of the prop-
osition is not closely connected with China’s 
indigenous art theory. Chinese scholars take 
more interest in the field of literature and urban 
cultural life. Furthermore, while Western dis-
cussions are centered around the impact of new 
media technologies on art, Chinese scholars 
shift the contextual center and underscore the 
impact of mass culture on art, thereby directing 
attention towards local knowledge production.

Wang Huanhuan is an associate professor from 
the School of Chinese Language and Literature 
at Zhengzhou University.
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